
HOT TIPS 
 

March / April 2014 

Dance This saturday 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS! 
 



Calling all  Hotlanta Squares members!  
This Saturday, March 15th, is the first qualifying dance for our new “Frequent 
Dancer” program! All members who attend all of our weekend dances between 
now and November will get free admission to our  
Holiday Dance in December.  
No cards to punch; we’ll know if you were here! 
 
Such a deal...don’t let it pass you by.  

See you on Saturday. 

THE PLEASURE PRINCIPLE: 
From F. William Chickering's Guide to Excruciatingly Correct Square Dance Behavior 
What is square dancing all about? Square dancing is all about pleasure: the pleasure of calls 
well executed, the pleasure of a good laugh if your square does break down, the pleasure of a 
social activity in a friendly atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. To keep square 
dancing pleasurable, we must all observe a few guideline. After all, square dancing is a group 
activity. 
 Avoid drinking and drugs that may affect your reaction time and cause you to break down 

a square (or even cause serious injuries). Most clubs discourage drinking both before and 
during dancing, as the smell of alcohol on the breath can be unpleasant to others. 

 Start out Fresh. Shower, use deodorant, and brush your teeth. Avoid eating strong smelling 
foods like garlic right before dancing. This may sound corny, but it can make a big             
difference to your fellow dancers. 

 In most clubs, for each new tip dancers form new sets by squaring up randomly. It is      
considered unfriendly and discourteous to pass by a forming square to look for another. 

 At the beginning of a new tip, introduce yourself to dancers you don't know. Friendliness is 
one of the best aspects of square dance activities. 

 Rule: once in a square, under no circumstances abandon it. Exception: in a medical emer-
gency or if someone is injured. 

 Help your set dance its best. Be friendly about it. If you see a need to direct a fellow 
dancer be sure that you are correct, and be gentle in your assistance. Think of the best in-
terest of the group and take care not to hurt other dancers' feelings. Do not be too critical 
of others. This can ruin everyone's fun if it results in bickering or a condescending attitude. 
Remember, we all make mistakes and the next one might be yours. Be especially suppor-
tive of new dancers; without them our pleasurable pastime would die out. 

 Listen to the caller. Do not talk when the caller is talking or calling. Not only is it rude, but 
all dancers may need the information offered. 



IAGSDC Convention is Coming Up Soon: Information for Convention Virgins 
Sam Shepherd 
Our annual square dance convention for the International Association of Gay Square Dance 
Clubs (IAGSDC) is coming up July 3-6, 2014, in Salt Lake City, Utah.  This annual gathering will 
have from 800 to 1200 LGBT dancers and their straight friends. We don’t discriminate! About 
70 percent of the dancers are male, but women usually have a good group and we all have a 
good time. They do have some special events for women and a Women’s Hospitality Room.  
Rates are $205 for dancers until April 30 then they go up. Non-dancer rate is $90 right now. 
The registration for non-dancers includes some meals and there are activities for non-dancers. 
Excited yet? Let me tell you what you can expect. Squeeze the Hive is the convention name. 
All of the convention names are derived from a square dance call and are incorporated into 
the convention themes. There will be some wonderful callers who will sound foreign to you at 
first, but you will catch on to their calling style. There will also be a variety of music types from 
traditional country to more pop music like Madonna, ABBA, or Maroon Five. There will be 
workshops for various dance levels so you can brush up on your dancing skills. Specialty tips 
will be held with various themes such as Munchkin, Redwood, Bear, Leather or Moonshine. 
(Ask an experienced convention person about the Moonshine tip.) 
 
The convention usually starts with a Trail-In Dance as people come to town. The Opening 
Ceremonies and Grand March are the next day where all of the clubs march in their uniforms 
with their Club Banner. We wear Hotlanta Squares vests with gay primary colored shirts 
(rainbow colors) and black pants or jeans. Think of the recent Olympics March. The conven-
tion includes a brunch and a banquet. There is also a Honky Tonk Queen Contest (drag) and a 
Fun Badge Tour. On a Fun Badge Tour, you travel around the city and dance at various places 
of interests. Usually there is a bar tour.  You can also 
take side trips to places of interest near the conven-
tion city. 
 
Besides the dancing part, the most important thing 
you will do is make new friends from all over the 
U.S. and Canada and perhaps some other countries.  
 
There is an excellent “Guide to IAGSDC Conventions” 
developed by Allan Hurst on the IAGSDC website.   
http://iagsdc.org/v2/resources/page/
convention_guide.php 
 
Allan’s guide is about 55 pages and includes much 
more detail including tips for packing. This will be 
my 11th convention and I have enjoyed every one of 
them! See you in a square! 



Weave the Ring 



UPCOMING 2014 AIGSDC EVENTS 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO ADVERTISE?  GARAGE SALE?  ROOM TO RENT?  NEED A 
TRAVEL-MATE?  LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
Send me the following information by the 15th of the month and your ad will be in the next 
month’s newsletter.  Send to Eileen:   elstone@bellsouth.net 

NAME: DATE: 

TIME EVENT TYPE: 

LOCATION: ANYTHING ELSE WE NEED TO KNOW? 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/hotlantasquares/ 

HOTLANTA SQUARES 
P.O. Box 15533 

Atlanta, GA 30333                                       
hotlanta.squares@gmail.com 

W WW . H OTL A NT A SQ U AR E S . O RG  

Check out our Website and Facebook pages! 


